
BACKGROUND 
1.  In India the Youth Hostel movement was initiated by the Youth Hostels Association of 

India in 1949. Till 1966 the Association had created a number of simple youth hostelling 

facilities by using University/College Hostels during vacation.  
  
2.  The Government scheme for constructing Youth Hostels was embarked upon by the 

Ministry of Education in early sixties. With effect from 4th January 1985, the subject was 

transferred to the Department of Youth Affairs & Sports. At present, while 77 Youth Hostels 

have already been constructed across the country, 5 more Youth Hostels are under various 

stages of construction. 
  
3.   On the advice of the Planning Commission, a Central Committee on Youth Hostels was 

constituted in February 1962. This Committee outlined a programme for constructing four 

model youth hostels in Delhi, Bombay, Madras and Kolkatta and 10 similar youth hostels at 

places of historic and cultural interest. Under the aegis of the Ministry of Education however 

the scheme could not be implemented for some years. In 1963, the Youth Hostels 

Association of India also embarked upon a project to construct a Youth Hostel in the 

Diplomatic Enclave in New Delhi but it started functioning from 1977 only. In 1966 the 

responsibility of establishing Youth Hostels was transferred to the Department  of Tourism 

on the recommendation of a Working Group set up by the Planning Commission in October 

1965. The Department of Tourism implemented the scheme of constructing 17 Youth 

Hostels.  
  
  
YOUTH HOSTEL SCHEME   
4.  The construction of Youth Hostels is a joint venture of the Central and State 

Governments. As such, the State Government makes available to the Central Government a 

fully developed plot of land, free of cost, measuring 1.5 to 2 acres, for construction of a 

Youth Hostel, keeping in view the various considerations that decide its suitability. In case 

of State Capitals, big Cities and hilly areas a fully developed plot of land measuring 0.75 to 

1 acre may be considered as acceptable for the construction of Youth Hostel building. The 

State Government gives the land on lease to the Central Government for a period of 99 

years on a nominal rent of Rs. 1 per month. The Government of India constructs the  Youth 

Hostel and the completed building is leased to the State Government for a period of 99 

years on a nominal rent of Rs. 1 per month. Lease deeds, both for land and the Hostel are 

executed by the parties. The land and the building are to be used as a Youth Hostel only 

and are not to be put to any other use.  
  
5.   In case suitable vacant plots are not available, outright purchase of a suitable building 

with a spacious compound can be resorted to by the Government of India, without insisting 

on the size of the plot available.   
  
PROVISION OF FUNDS 
6. The Central and State Governments share responsibility regarding provision of funds for 

starting the Hostel. A sum of   
Rs. 1.60 lakhs is paid by the Central Government for equipping the Hostel and a working 

capital of Rs. 50,000/- is paid to the Hostel by the State Government. This is periodically 

reviewed. 
 


