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Nehru stadium work enters last lap 
 Posted: Tuesday , Jan 19, 2010 at 0009 hrs New Delhi:  
The bright lights on the circular periphery of 

Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium are now visible 

from a distance as October 3, the big day 

when the Commonwealth Games kick off at 

the stadium, inches closer. 

The stadium, which will hold both opening 

and the closing ceremonies, is the main 

venue for athletics and will also host lawn 

bowl and weightlifting competitions.  

 

OPENING & CLOSING CEREMONIES 

For the opening ceremony, the Central Public Works Department (CPWD) has added a last-minute 

change to the original plan. An underground tunnel has been built through which performers can 

emerge directly at the centre of the stadium. 

The design for the tunnel came in November 2009 and is expected to be completed by this May. 

The tunnel will have three openings, one at each sides and one at the centre. 

 

DESIGN 

¢ƘŜ ǎǘŀŘƛǳƳ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ƛƴ мфун ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ !ǎƛŀƴ DŀƳŜǎΦ άCƻǊ ǘƘŜ /ƻƳƳƻƴǿŜŀƭǘƘ DŀƳŜǎΣ ƻǳǊ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ 

challenge was to renovate the stadium without affecting the ground. The construction was done 

ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭƭȅΣέ /t²5 ŘƛǊŜctor-general B K Chugh says. 

The stadium earlier did not have a roof. The government hired German structural consultancy engineers 

Schlaich Bergermann und Partner. The firm had designed for the European Parliament in Luxembourg 

and the ever-delayed Signature Bridge at Wazirabad in the Capital. 

 

ROOF  

Being built at a cost of Rs 308 crore, this is the first time a Poly Tetra Fluoro Ethylene (PTFE)-coated glass 

fibre ƳŜƳōǊŀƴŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻŦΦ Lƴ ƭŀȅƳŀƴΩǎ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜΣ t¢C9 ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƴƻƴ-

stick pans. 

SOURCE : INDIAN EXPRESS, January 19, 2010 
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²ƛǘƘ ŀƴ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ роΣулл ǎǉǳŀǊŜ ƳŜǘǊŜǎΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǊƻƻŦ ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ t¢C9Σ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 

first time being tried in India. 

The primary roof structure has a larger diameter that results in an inclined outer structure. This primary 

structure is then balanced by x-shaped steel cables which also connect it to a third ring. 

The third ring is the membrane roof made of PTFE-coated glass fibre. This membrane has been 

manufactured in Mexico, and 71 lifting jacks were put in to raise the cables. 

 

HDTV TRANSMISSION 

Like the Asian Games brought colour TV to India, the Commonwealth Games will unveil high-definition 

TV. The mastheads and the overall lighting of the stadium have been done to enable high-definition 

television transmission. Swiss firm GE Sports is handling the work. 

FAST FACTS 

¶ In terms of sitting capacity, Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium is the third biggest stadium in India and 

the 57th biggest in the world 

¶ 8,500 tonnes of steel used to make the stadium  

¶ Spread over 100 acres, including 23 acres of green cover. New 10-lane synthetic track, synthetic 

warm-up track, and a synthetic lawn ball field 

¶ Design strikingly similar to Foshan Stadium in China built by same designers 

¶ Nearly 4,000 labourers have worked here in double shift to finish stadium in time. 

¶ Construction done in a way to evacuate spectators within 6 minutes in case of any emergency 

Capacity 

Sports Capacity 

Athletics 58,000 

Lawn Ball 2,500 

Weightlifting 2,500 
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